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Dear Editor 

I am sure nearly everyone is aware that we have been closed for nearly 4 weeks to carry out 
refurbishments at Bottisham village store. I just wanted to write and expand on the progress 
to date and what we can expect when the new store reopens on 10th September. 

We stopped delivering newspapers on 25th July 2020 and Newsteam, a nationwide news 
delivery company now delivers the newspapers. When we reopen, we will have newspapers 
to sell or reserve, but we will not be returning to delivering newspapers. We have taken in 
most of the paperboys and girls into shop employment to provide a retail working 
experience. Please be patient with our new young employees as it will be their first jobs 

The post office will reopen as normal with opening hours of 9am-6pm Mon to Fri and 
9am-2pm on Sat. 

The sorting office has been temporarily moved to central Cambridge. We have made 
space available for their return on the 4th September but despite numerous emails in the last 
6 months Royal mail will not 100% commit to their return or even state what they would 
like installed in the space provided for the sorting office. Royal mail have said the 
letter/parcel collection facility will return as normal when we reopen. While we are closed, 
the letters/ parcels can be collected from Lode post office 

The shop will reopen as normal on 10th September with opening hours of 6.30am - 10pm 
Mon to Sun instead of 5.30am – 9pm Mon to Sun. These opening hours are for a trial period 
only and we may revert back after review at Christmas 

The shop and post office will be closed from 14th August 2020 to 9th September 2020 
due to refurbishments. We are very sorry for any disruptions this may cause 

We apologise for the length of closure but due to covid-19 welfare and CDM regulations 
twice the normal time is required to complete the works safely 

From 17th August to 9th September Community shopping will be available for 
vulnerable persons, elderly, disabled, of need and persons without access to transport. 
Please call the community shopping call line on 07852 549654 between 9.00am to 10.30am 
Mon – Sat and we will deliver the shopping same day 

The new shop will be a Co-op store but with the same ownership, operated as a Co-op 
franchise store. It will have all the products, services, loyalty schemes and high standards 
expected of a Co-op store. I hope everyone will be happy with the new store on 10th September. 

Bottisham village store for nearly 9 years, had personality, good standards, atmosphere, 
caring for each other and a feeling that it belonged to every single person in Bottisham and 
the surrounding villages. This was created by the excellent staff and the brilliant customers 
of the shop let’s do our best to keep that going into the new store. 

Bill Sunner BVS 

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 September. 
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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THE CRESSET IN PRINT AGAIN!! 
Welcome to our September magazine and the first in print 

since March. 
As I write this editorial we are having that blistering heatwave that 

we are not good at coping with. If it would be consistent then we 
could get used to it, but it is the up and down of temperatures which 
defeats us. Yesterday we sat in 34 deg. temperatures. Today Alf Laister took our cover 
photograph which examples just how fickle the weather can be. 

I would hope to say that getting back into print is a sign of things getting back to normal, 
however as I write this editorial, it looks as though we may have to get used to this ‘new’ 
way of life for possibly a long time to come, or worse be heading back into lockdown. 

On the one hand we crave the ending of the isolation of lockdown and the irritation of 
social distancing, while in the next breath we can be critical of those ‘irresponsible’ people 
who simply seem to ignore all the advice and crowd onto beaches and squeeze into pubs. 
By all means go out and about but be mindful of the dangers and keep those distances, even. 
If we feel it won’t affect us, we should be mindful of others. 

We are clearly being presented with the fact that the figures show that where the guidance 
is not followed, there is almost always a corresponding increase in cases. 

It looks like the classic “you can’t have your cake and eat it”. 
I don’t think there is going to be a short or even medium-term solution to this pandemic, 

or indeed any others that follow. We are likely to have to get used to and be accepting of 
the fact, that this is what life may well be like for a generation or more to come. 

But then do we really need to go to the beach in Spain or a bar in Phuket. It is only in the 
last 60 years that we suddenly felt the need to globetrot to ‘get away from it all’. Before that 
our own coastline provided all the fresh air and entertainment we wanted. Perhaps we will 
need to get back to those days or indeed be left with no option. 

Locally we are, I believe, very lucky. Numbers in this area are well below the national 
average and by and large everybody is taking it seriously. Social distancing is also 
manageable and shops, pubs & clubs are well organised. The correlation is obvious!  

Speaking of shops, Bottisham Stores now. You will be aware that the village shop is 
undergoing a transformation and will be very different shop when it reopens. Two items on 
this including a reassuring letter from Bill Sunner the owner, as to what is going on and 
what the new shop might look like. Another is an outline from the supplying coop. Also 
more on this next month. 

You can read all about this and updates on Societies, clubs and other activities in this 
month’s magazine. There is also a comprehensive update from the Sports Nut. 

I have said before how much we appreciate the support of contributors to this, your 
magazine. Without your input, it would not be so interesting and diverse. 

If you have updates or information on any of your activities, then please do let us know. 
Glad to back in print and hope it continues. 
 

Peter Walker 
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To assist in the distribution of the Cresset when we start 
printing again, we are looking for people to join the group 
who deliver them around the village. With the right 
number of volunteers this is not an onerous task and 
takes just an hour or so a month. We always need 
reserves to cover holidays etc. 
 
If you would like to join us and help out,  
then please contact Ian Cole on 812573

THE CRESSET NEEDS 
YOUR HELP.

Black Sack Delivery 
Please find the schedule and further information below.  

The schedule can be found on www.eastcambs.gov.uk/east-cambs-street-
scene/black sacks  

We will deliver a roll of 52 refuse sacks per household, This supply is intended to last 
until the next distribution in a year’s time. We will not issue any further sacks but additional 
refuse will be collected if presented for collection in suitable refuse sacks provided by 
householders. 

The sacks will be accompanied by a yearly collection calendar. They include dates for 
Bank Holiday collections as some are scheduled earlier than normal. We have also added a 
recycling guide and waste reduction tips to help all lessen their impact on the environment. 

Please check when to expect deliveries and what the cut-off dates are for reporting non-
delivery. Residents can contact us from the week after their scheduled delivery. Provided a 
non-delivery report is approved, we will deliver sacks within 10 working days from the day 
of the report. 

Delivery area Delivery dates Please contact us Last date for
if  you have not reporting non- 

received sacks by delivery of sacks 
 
Bottisham, Brinkley, Burrough 14-18 Monday 21 Friday 16 
Green, Burwell, Dullingham, September September October 
Lode, Longmeadow, Reach,  
Six Mile Bottom,  
Stetchworth, Swaffham  
Bulbeck, Swaffham Prior  
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Bottisham Library Association 

THE LIBRARY IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. BE ASSURED THAT 
NO FINES WILL BE IMPOSED AS IT’S NOT YOUR FAULT IF YOU CAN’T 

RETURN BOOKS. 
I wrote that 5 months ago and I’m afraid there is no change. The Main Library and the 

other 9 Community libraries have been open since early August. We must wait until the 
College reopens (hopefully) in September and obviously we will let you all know when 
there is something to report. 

The new computers were delivered in June but are not set up, tried or tested as yet.  
BUT there is something more pleasing to report. 
We held a Lockdown Sale on the Triangle on the 8th August selling books, DVDS and 

jigsaws at 50p per item.  A cool morning, shady too and we made a large circle of small 
tables conforming to social distancing, displaying the many, many items that had been 
donated and raised the magnificent sum of £180.  

Thank you to all who gave and those who helped on the day but mostly thanks to those 
who came and bought items. The atmosphere was great, very friendly and we have been 
told it was the first village event of the year. Once we can regain access to the College 
Library, we may be able to hold another sale with donated items already stored there. It was 
good to be able to replenish reading matter and especially jigsaws which went like hot 
cakes, after the lockdown. 

Hope you keep well - Sylvia Overton  
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News from Bottisham Medical Practice 
Patients’ Participation Group

KEEP ON CARING:  Message from our local NHS.  By taking care of ourselves and each 
other, fatalities and infection rates in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough have continued to fall. 
However, while lockdown restrictions are gradually being lifted – everyone needs to take 
action to help us all return to a more normal life. 

The Keep Caring campaign outlines the simple things we can all do that have a big impact. 
• Caring is keeping your distance - inside or outside 
• Caring is being responsible – staying isolated if you think you’ve got symptoms, or been 

close to someone who has 
• Caring is covering your face – even with no symptoms you might still spread the virus 
• Caring is washing your hands - regularly when you enter or leave a new place  
Please support the campaign by sharing these messages, but most importantly by continuing 

to follow the rules. This way we can control the virus and save lives. 
DISPENSARY:  Please note the dispensary is open all day 8.30am to 12 noon and 2pm to 

6pm.  The afternoons are busier than the mornings so you may find the service to be quicker if 
you go earlier in the day.  Where possible please register online so that you can order repeat 
prescriptions which will speed up turnaround time. 

FACE MASKS: Patients now need to bring their own face masks to wear when they come 
into the surgery as there will no longer be a supply available for patients when they attend due 
to ongoing supply issues.   

CLIMB: NATIONAL HEALTH DATA CONSENT SURVEY 
HOW DO YOU THINK HEALTH DATA SHOULD BE SHARED AND USED? 
Health data is information collected in the course of health care provided by the NHS or 

HSC. It is used to provide care, and sometimes also for research to improve care for others. 
However, there are ways of controlling how health data is used. 

The University of Cambridge CLIMB team are interested in peoples' views on consent and 
information sharing between NHS services. If you are interested in taking part in their anonymous 
survey then please follow this link https://www.climbproject.org.uk   The survey is voluntary and 
takes 15-20 minutes but you can take a break. When asked where did you hear about this survey 
don’t forget to tick ‘from a GP’ and put Bottisham Medical Practice for our surgery. 

NEW WEBSITE: The Practice has a new website.  We encourage patients who have 
general queries and have online access to use the new “Contact Us” button on the website in 
order to speed up dealing with queries.  

CERVICAL SCREENING: If you receive a letter offering this service please do book an 
appointment to have this done. 

SOCIAL PRESCRIBER: The Practice’s Social Prescriber, Chloe, is at the surgery every 
Wednesday to provide support to all patients.   Chloe has been working hard through COVID 
to ensure patients have had the support they need through the last few months.  Chloe can assist 
with such things as money management and accessing benefits, mental wellbeing, physical 
health, social networking and loneliness, lifestyle advice, transport issues, weight management 
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and carer support. You can self-refer to the Social Prescribing service and further information 
on how to do this can be found on the website.  Alternatively, you can contact reception who 
will help you make your referral. 

APPOINTMENTS: The Practice are continuing to operate by initial phone and video 
consultation with patients being invited into the practice where face to face consultations are 
appropriate.  The surgery is planning on continuing to operate in this way for the time being.  
Patients have provided positive feedback regarding the phone and video consultations about 
how convenient it is and the fact they can speak with a GP the same day.  Changes to the service 
have meant that the practice are doing an additional 125 consultations per week.         

FLU CLINICS: Saturday flu clinics are planned for the 17th and 24th October.  The 
Practice is also planning to do lunchtime clinics between 12 and 2pm throughout the winter.  
Those eligible for a flu vaccination has been expanded this year due to the current pandemic 
and are awaiting confirmation around this.  All those eligible will receive a letter from the 
practice.  The Practice is encouraging all eligible patients to have the flu vaccination.   

CARERS: Are you caring for someone?  Does the practice know?  If not make sure you 
contact the practice to let them know in order that they can provide you with the help and 
support you need.   

NEXT PATIENT GROUP MEETING: The Chair is currently exploring ways of doing 
virtual meetings and hope to update soon.   

                                                                             Bottisham Patients’ Participation Group 

Bottisham Bowling Club
In common with all organisations we have been severely affected by covid-19 restrictions. 

We have been unable to play our normal league fixtures against other clubs this season and 
our green did not open for play until the beginning of July. Since then a number of members 
have been playing under Bowls England guidelines with appropriate social distancing, cleaning 
etc. We have been able to welcome some new bowlers during this period and we hope they will 
join us. 

We have been running a mixed singles knock-out competition amongst our members and the 
final is due to be played on Saturday 29th August. 

We are also holding our normal Drawn Triples and Drawn Pairs events and our annual match 
with the Sports and Social Club on Friday 4th September. 

Our greens maintenance team have worked hard during the pre-season and the lock-down 
period to prepare the green in readiness for play. 

We have decided to delay the closing of the green this year to help offset the time lost earlier 
in the season. The usual closing event, President’s Day, will be held Saturday 19th September. 

If anybody would like to try bowls before we close please contact the Club Captain, Katy 
Rowe (tel 813170), President, Jim Carswell (tel 812857) or secretary, Keith Gibson (tel 
811049) A small charge of £2 per session is made. 

We are unable to run our normal social events with the present covid-19 restrictions in place 
but we will re-commence these as soon as we are able.
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News Release

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE STORE SET TO RE-LAUNCH AS A CO-OP next month 
following investment and improvements to better serve the local community. The store will 
remain independently owned and operate as a Co-op franchise with the added benefits that 
the leading convenience retailer offers. 

The store is expected to open on Thursday, 10th September. 
The new-look store will include Costa coffee express, ATM and in store bakery alongside 

a focus on fresh, heathy produce, Co-op’s award-winning wines, ready meals and pizzas, 
free-from and vegan products, Fairtrade, food-to-go and everyday essentials. 

The Co-op also provides a funding boost locally and gives back to causes in the area 
through its Membership scheme, where Members receive a 5% reward on purchases of own 
brand products, and Co-op donates a further 1% to community causes. 

Contactless card payment limits are increased to £45, making it easier, quicker and safer 
to shop. The Co-op’s Food Share scheme works to minimise food waste and make a 
difference locally, working with local not-for-profit organisations to share food with those 
in need in the community. 

While the Co-op’s Community Shopping Card makes it easier for those self-isolating or 
who have been instructed to stay at home to shop and pay for their essentials - cards can be 
purchased or topped-up by calling 0800 029 4592, enabling friends, families or volunteers 
to shop on their behalf in store. 

We are delighted to have had the opportunity to make such a significant investment in 
Bottisham and to partner with the Co-op. We share the values of the Co-op, which is for a 
local store operating as a local hub, committed to connecting communities and making a 
difference locally – our aim is to operate at the heart of local life. That is why we also want 
customers to know that they can become a Member of their Co-op, and that they can also 
make a difference locally every time they swipe their Membership card when buying own 
branded products.” 

The Co-op picked up the “Convenience Retailer of the Year” and “Food-to-go Retailer 
of the Year” titles at the latest Retail Industry Awards. 

Students who are TOTUM cardholders - the new name for NUS extra – can pocket a 10% 
discount off groceries at the Co-op. 

Co-op is owned by around 4.6M active Members, and alongside Food, it operates: Co-
op Funeralcare, Insurance, Health and Legal Services. More information about the Co-op 
is available by visiting www.coop.co.uk 

Andrew Torr Co-op and Bill Sunner BVS 

Copy deadline for next issue is 14 September. 
Please send material to the editor at  

BottishamCresset@gmail.com 



Continued on page 9
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Parish Notes
I hope everyone had a great summer and made the most of the lovely hot weather. Parish 
Council do not meet during the summer months and it has been very quiet. Our next meeting 
is Monday 7th September.  At the time of writing I do not know if this will once again be an 
online ‘Zoom’ meeting, or whether we will be able to meet in person for the first time since 
March.  Agendas for our meetings are available for viewing on our website and on the village 
noticeboard on the ‘triangle’ the week before.  If the meeting is online the details to join the 
‘Zoom’ meeting will be at the top of the agenda.  Any resident is welcome to attend, whether 
it be an actual face to face meeting or online.   Somehow during the lockdown we have 
managed to get our 2019/20 accounts audited and these are available to view on our website 
(www.bottishampc.co.uk)  

One topic that has been mentioned before in parish notes is dogs. There are a lot more people 
out taking walks in the village, and I have had several complaints from residents about dogs.  
If you have a dog please be considerate towards other people who may not be dog lovers, 
especially children.  Dogs should not be running off the lead over farmland and crops. If your 
dog is off the lead please take control of them when other walkers are nearby.  Please also clear 
up your dog poo and take it home with you.  It is not pleasant for other walkers. If you can do 
this on the public roads and pavements, you can do this in fields/rights of way also.  If you have 
more than one dog, please make sure you can control them when other walkers are nearby. No 
one wants to have dogs barking and snapping at them, as in a recent case reported to me. 

You will have noticed that many of the footpaths in the High Street have been re-surfaced, 
which is great news.  Can residents make sure that any hedging etc. from their properties is not 
restricting footpaths for pedestrians.  Finally Sanctuary have put a new footpath in between 
Downing Close and the dirthills, which is a great improvement on how it had been left when 
they removed the old paving slabs. 

We received notification mid-July of a proposal to close the road to the Wilbrahams from the 
A1303 (from where the museum is located).  All vehicles would be diverted round the junction 
at the ‘Missing Sock’.  This was a proposal by the County Council in response to the central 
government ‘push’ to encourage walking and cycling during the Covid crisis and would be in 
place for 6 months from mid-August.  A similar scheme has been put in place in Cambridge to 
close Mill Road Bridge.  We were surprised to receive this, as there had been no prior 
consultation with us and our County Councillor was not even aware of the proposal.  This road 
is not only an important artery for commuters and school buses, but we were very concerned 
about the safety implications of having such an increase of vehicles turning across the flow of 
traffic at the ‘Missing Sock’ junction.  It was also felt that this was not a route that many cyclists 
or walkers would use, so the benefit would be limited.  We did not have the time to consult with 
residents, but all parish councillors strongly opposed the road closure and the scheme has 
been withdrawn. 

Black refuse sacks will be delivered to Bottisham 14th-18th September.  Please contact East 
Cambs District Council if they have not been delivered to your property by 21st September. 
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N.C.S. 
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP 

ALL CHIMNEYS SWEPT 
l BIRDS NESTS REMOVED 
l OIL&GAS BOILERS 
l SOLID FUEL, STOVES FITTED 
l SMOKE PRESSURE TESTING 
l INSECT MESH, POTS, COWLS 
l FLUE LINERS SUPPLIED & FITTED 
l BIRD GUARDS & TERMINAL FITTED 
l GUTTERS CLEANED & REPAIRED 
l GENERAL PLUMBING WORK 

FOR FREE QUOTE CALL  
07824 727277 or 01638 662760 

EMAIL 
NCS.NEWMARKET@YAHOO.CO.UK 

WEBSITE 
www.ncsnewmarket.co.uk  

 
*Send text or e-mail for 10% discount 

Answers within an hour. • Waiting time approx. 1-2 weeks 

VERY CLEAN • Public liability insurance 
- Competitive rates -

Services include
• Plumbing 
• Heating & Servicing 
• Bathrooms 
• Commercial

Cambridge based plumbing,

heating and specialists in

bathroom installations

T: 01223 812280    M: 07747552232    E: hello@sglawplumbing.co.uk    www.sglawplumbing.co.uk
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Continued from page 7

20/00929/FUL, Stocks 76-78 High Street, Change of use from part residential/part curtain 
showroom to 100% residential. NEW APPLICATION 

20/00923/FUL, Brian McKay Commerical Vehicles, Newmarket Road, Erection of building for 
vehicle sales,  repair and office use. NEW APPLICATION 

20/00488/FUL, 43 Beechwood Avenue, Single storey front extension. APPLICATION 
APPROVED 

Planning Notes

The situation with litter at the Bottisham Village College site has improved, with a rota of 
volunteers who have been clearing the site.  But the site is still being abused with lots of groups 
of young people congregating and driving motorbikes on the site. 

There was some concern at the beginning of the school summer holidays that the Primary 
School field was shut up throughout the holiday period and residents unable to access the play 
equipment.  This was due to activities on the school playground during the week and 
construction works.  We understand that there will now be access on Saturdays and Sundays 
via the side gate opposite the dirt hills.  However, we would ask residents to take care of the 
site and the Parish Council will be asking for volunteers to help litter pick over the weekend.   

The application for the proposed retirement village off of the High Street is still on-going 
with a decision to be made by 7th September.  Parish Council have made it clear they oppose 
this development.  An application to build homes on the site on the corner of Lysander Close 
and Tunbridge Lane was rejected, as originally this land was designated for light industrial use.  
An appeal is in progress. 

Claire Fullwood – Parish Clerk

BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

COUNCILLOR VACANCY 
 

There is currently a vacancy on the Parish Council.   
If you wish to apply or find out more information,  

please contact: 
Jon Ogborn – Chair  07486 372780 

or 
Claire Fullwood – Clerk  07914 219732
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M&P  
LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN 

 
Patios, Block Paving, Fencing, 

Turfing and all Gardening needs. 
 

References available on request. 
 

Local tradesman • Free estimates 
 

PLEASE CALL 

01223 811144 
MOB 07837 358550 

also Classic Wedding Car Hire 
White Citroen DS21 

 
Tel: 01638 662439 
www.rbristley.co.uk
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District Councillors’ Report
building a crematorium, woodland burial centre and pet crematorium at Mepal to replace 
the Mepal Outdoor Centre. It was agreed to pursue this project even though the location is 
fifteen minutes away from an existing crematorium, and it would mean the loss of the 
Mepal Outdoor Centre. This proposal was opposed by John; Charlotte cannot take part as 
she has to declare a pecuniary interest, relating to her employer. A Mepal resident has 
started a petition to keep the Mepal Outdoor Centre www.change.org/p/ecdc-mepal-
outdoor-centre-to-remain-a-leisure-centre . John is aware that many young people in 
Bottisham ward have enjoyed the activities at Mepal Outdoor Centre and feels the District 
has a need for an outdoor adventure activity centre. The next proposal will come to the 
Finance and Assets Committee for detailed consideration.  

At the recent Finance & Assets Committee, on which both of us are members, the 
consideration of the Draft Annual Governance Statement for the financial year 2019/20 was 
deferred until the September meeting of Committee. This statement is a legal requirement 
in which the Council confirms that it has been operating properly throughout the year and 
the draft statement gave this confirmation. However, there were several errors and 
omissions in it as well as significant concerns about whether financial procedures had been 
followed. The committee therefore agreed with Charlotte’s proposal that the statement be 
deferred to allow the errors and omissions to be addressed. 

At the same meeting, the Draft Equality, Diversity & Inclusion Policy 2020-2023 was 
deferred until the September meeting of Committee, to allow for issues raised in the 
meeting to be addressed. Cllr Whelan as well as John and Charlotte felt the draft brought to 
Committee was not ready to go out to consultation, not least because it did not have a clear 
purpose which covered all protected characteristics and it contained little about inclusion. 

At the same meeting, the motion that Black Lives Matter was passed and incorporated 
into Council policy. Unfortunately, having referred this motion from full Council to the 
Committee, it was amended to remove any statement that Black Lives Matter. This 
weakened the motion which had been seconded by Charlotte, but we supported the 
amended motion despite this because it still contained commitments which will reduce 
discrimination. 

The East Cambs District Council Reception remains closed, but you can now pre-book 
face to face appointments for Customer Services and the Housing and Community Advice 
Service. You can request an appointment by calling 01353 665555, or by emailing 
customerservices@eastcambs.gov.uk 

Some people have been asking when the mobile library service will start again. 
Unfortunately, the County Council have decided it is difficult to run this in a Covid-19 safe 
way. However, they do have a Library@home service and the eligibility for that has been 
extended. So people missing the mobile library service should call customer services on 
0345 045 5225 and ask for the library at home service, or email  
volunteers@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. The County will seek to reintroduce mobile services as 
they can do so safely. 
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POLITE, LOCAL BUSINESS EST. 25 YEARS 
IS LOOKING TO BUY THE FOLLOWING: 

 
 • Furniture • Quality jewellery and Costume 

jewellery • Collectables • China, glass, ceramics • 
Old toys • Silver, silver plate, old copper & brass 

• Militaria - uniforms, medals, weapons • Old tools 
• Old garden ornaments • Anything considered 

 
Polite & confidential service.  Good prices paid. 

Please call: Steve Durrant 01638 507037 / 07740 591194 

WANTED
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Bottisham and District Gardening Club
Not a report of a meeting but just an up - date on what is happening. 

We had hoped that we could continue with plans for our usual August garden visit and 
several of us were looking forward to it. A return to normality, and a rare entry in the diary, 
but we could not reach the required minimum numbers. We were unable to share cars which 
did not help. 

Meetings will resume at The Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club when 
Government restrictions are lifted to allow larger groups to meet. 

We will let you know but I expect the Village grapevine will make you aware when we 
can resume. 

We are still in the great unknown so “We’ll meet again, I know where but not when” 
Please take care and look after yourselves 

Sylvia Overton 

Bottisham WI
Well it’s a while since I did a report for the magazines. Would you believe it was 

February for the March magazines, some of which were only issued on line. 
This is rather a curate’s egg with good and bad to report. 
The committee (who have continued in office since our Annual Meeting was not held in 

March) have met in members gardens and arrangements have been put in place for a change 
of venue and time of meetings.  When we have the government all clear we shall meet on 
the 3rd Wednesday of every month in the Main Hall at the Bottisham Community 
Sports and Social Club. 

We are grateful to Queens Court for the use of their facilities over the past few years. 
We have had a 3month extension on our subscriptions for 2020/2021 and the next 

subscription of £44 will now be due in April 2021. 
Sadly the proposal has been made to close Denman College in Oxfordshire which has 

offered day schools and residential courses in cookery craft and lifestyle since 1948. 
Several of our members have been there and we had a coach visit for members a few years 
back. A shame. 

Our Friday morning walking group which in the past met monthly (we shared cars to 
different venues and always finished with coffee) has changed in that we are meeting 
weekly at the Triangle and take our bottled water with us. We have had several villagers 
join us too and it has been good to meet, catch up and get some exercise 

Future meetings are in the lap of the gods.  
Keep safe until we can meet again. 

Sylvia Overton 
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Newmarket (01638) 662439  
Mobile 07970 038404 
www.rbristley.co.uk

• Drains Unblocked Fast 
• Toilets, Baths and Sinks 
• Guttering and Downpipes 
• Drain repairs and CCTV Surveys 
• High Pressure Water Jetting 
• Domestic and industrial 
• All Work Guaranteed

PAUL KING 

PROPERTY AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

* 

CARPENTRY AND BUILDING 

* 

PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

* 

BASIC PLUMBING  
* 

No job too small or big 
 

 email: pdking71@gmail.com 

Phone: 07988093861 
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31 Downing Close Bottisham Cambridge CB25 9DD Tel. 01223 812063

INDOOR GAMES 
We announced at the end of July that pool, bar billiards and snooker 

would resume. Please come along and make use of the indoor games 
facilities but please observe the Covid guidance on the posters adjacent 

to the equipment. 
We look forward to seeing you.  

 
If you are not a member, we would welcome you joining. 

The membership year runs from 1st October and membership renewal 
will be £20 but anyone joining now can enjoy all the benefits of 

membership with a renewal date of 1st October 2021. Initial membership 
costs £21. That is £20 annual subscriptions plus a £1 share.  Please 

come along and join us, we would be very pleased to see you.

Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club 

The Club has now been opened for about two months. Like most licensed 
premises people have been returning slowly and so far, we have welcomed back 
about 160 members. We thank you all for your support and look forward to 
welcoming back other members as they emerge from lockdown.

Our current opening hours are: 
 

Monday to Thursday 17.00-21.00 
Friday 17.00-22.00 

Saturday 12.00-22.00 
Sunday 12.00 – 14.00 and 16.00-20.00 

 
These could change so please refer to the website.  

www.bottishamsocialclub.co.uk 

CAMRA CAMBRIDGE AND DISTRICT CLUB OF THE YEAR
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G & LANDSCAPING

All Driveways & Block Paving
Site & Garden Clearance
Driveway Cleaning & Sealing
Fencing, Trellis Work & Decking

Patios & Paths
Turfing & Seeding
Concrete Crushing
Grab Hire & Digger Hire

AWARD
WINNING
DRIVEWAY
INSTALLERS

FREE 
Estimates & 
Advice

OFFICE: 01638 721 893  | SITE: 07789 261 266
amsbuildingandlandscaping.co.uk
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We are hoping to start bowling at the Village College after the October half term. The 
committee is working at having both Wednesday and Thursday evenings as Club nights. We 
will keep members informed. 

Anyone interested in joining us on a Wednesday or Thursday evening, 7.15 pm at the 
Village College, please contact any of committee members listed the below 

Peter Hofton 01223 811191 
Richard Nichols 01223 812158 
Nora Watson 01223 812121 

Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club

Hello,   
I work for, Cambridge Carbon Footprint and we have a free community event coming up 

this September/October. We wondered if it might be suitable for inclusion in the next 
edition of the Bottisham Cresset?   

Open Eco Homes – Autumn Season 
Has spending more time at home got you thinking about home improvement? The 

upcoming government Green Homes Grant offers homeowners and landlords grants up to 
£5,000 covering two-thirds of the cost of many home energy improvements.   

Local charity Cambridge Carbon Footprint is offering free advice on how to renovate 
your home to make it more comfortable and energy efficient with their Open Eco Homes 
Autumn Season. After 10 years running live events, this year they’ve offering their home 
tours and talks online. There are 8 tours and 3 talks to choose from, running between 
September 14 to October 20. Details and registration at openecohmes.org/autumnseason.  

With best wishes, Alana Sinclair - Cambridge Carbon Footprint 
The Bike Depot, 140 Cowley Road, Cambridge, CB4 0DL 
01223 301842.      www.cambridgecarbonfootprint.org 

Letter to the Editor

After consultation with the Bottisham Sports and Social Club it has become evident that, 
following Government guidelines, group meetings cannot currently be held. 

We have tutors booked for the next two terms but it seems unlikely we shall be able to 
meet in the Autumn term. However we will keep you informed of any changes via the 
village magazines. We look forward to seeing you all again when Government guidelines 
allow us to meet as a group. 

Helen Cole 

Bottisham Adult Learning Association (BALA)
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Continued from page 21

Keep caring - Coronavirus hasn’t gone away.  
While lockdown restrictions are gradually being lifted – everyone needs to take action to 

help us all return to a more normal life. But, the most important thing we can continue to 
do is to stay alert, control the virus, and, in doing so, keep people safe and help save lives. 

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service is getting behind the local #KeepCaring 
campaign led by Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council, and 
supported by partners. The campaign outlines ways that people can take care of themselves 
and each other, to help control the spread of coronavirus. 
Here are some ways you can keep caring: 

• Caring is keeping your distance - inside or outside 
• Caring is being responsible - staying isolated if you think you’ve got symptoms, or been 

close to someone who has 
• Caring is covering your face - even with no symptoms you might still spread virus 
• Caring is washing your hands - regularly, when you enter or leave a new place. 

We’re also asking residents to keep caring by being fire safe at home, and on the roads 
when out and about:  

• Caring is testing your smoke alarm – and reminding your loved ones to do the same. 
• Caring is being careful in the kitchen – not getting distracted while you’re cooking and 

keeping items well away from the hob. 
• Caring is discarding your cigarettes responsibly – so you don’t accidentally start a fire 
• Caring is not having a bonfire – that could easily get out of control, putting you and 

others at risk. 
• Caring is being a considerate driver – driving at the appropriate speed, not drinking or 

taking drugs if getting behind the wheel, making sure you and your passengers are 
wearing seatbelts and not using your phone while driving. 

Help us help you, and keep caring. 
Comprehensive advice on current government rules is available on the gov.uk website. 
Test your smoke alarm! 
Did you know that you should test your smoke alarms at least once a month? Or that you 

should have smoke alarms on every floor of your home? Or that Cambridgeshire Fire and 
Rescue Service do free home visits to make sure your home is fire safe? 

Visit this website for helpful tips and advice: https://firekills.campaign.gov.uk/ 
It only takes one accident to start a fire. Fire kills. Let’s prevent it. 

Sign up to receive the latest news and safety advice from your fire service 
Want to get all the latest news, safety advice or vacancies delivered straight to your 

inbox? Choose what you want to hear about, and update your subscriber preferences at any 
time. Sign up to our mailing list at: bit.ly/CambsFireBulletins. 
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D.K.TILL & SON IN LAW 
 

COAL AND SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS 
 

Family run business for 40 years 
Coal, Logs, Charcoal, Gas, Compost 

 
TEL: David Till; 01223 232947 ­ Kevin Crisp; 07523044521  

Email: dktill@hotmail.co.uk

A small international school in Fulbourn, South of Cambridge,  
welcoming pupils aged from 4 to 16  years. 

We have experienced and enthusiastic teachers delivering a broad and engaging 
curriculum to small classes of pupils from Britain and beyond.  We offer excellent 

pastoral care and are non-selective academically. Transport via school minibuses from 
central Cambridge and surrounding villages.  

To arrange a visit, please call: 
 Mary Greer on 01223 755100/07400 584015  

or email mary.greer@landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk 
www.landmarkinternationalschool.co.uk 

Landmark International School is a registered charity. 

To assist in the distribution of the Cresset when we start printing 
again, we are looking for people to join the rota group who split up 
the magazines and take them out to the team of distributors who 

then deliver them around the village. With the right number of 
volunteers this is normally only required once every 3 or 4 months 

and takes just a few hours. 
 

If you would like to join us and help out, then 
please contact  

Ian Cole on 812573 

THE CRESSET NEEDS YOUR HELP.
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Get the call - become an on-call firefighter 
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service is looking to recruit more on-call firefighters to 

help serve local communities across the county. 
CFRS is looking for men and women from all backgrounds to become on-call firefighters 

and provide emergency cover from either their home or their workplace. 
On-call firefighters are a vital part of our Service and community. They respond to a wide 

range of incidents, from fighting fires, attending road traffic collisions, animal rescues to 
supporting other emergency services. In addition to responding to emergency incidents, our 
on-call firefighters support their communities by providing information and advice on a 
range of community safety topics. 

They receive an annual wage to reflect the time they commit to being available plus 
additional payments for attending incidents and drill nights (one evening a week for 
two hours). 

It’s a hugely rewarding role, and we hope to encourage members of the community from 
all backgrounds to get in touch and find out more about becoming an on-call firefighter. 

 
Visit www.cambsfire.gov.uk/oncall for more information. 

Continued from page 19

For more information or to get in touch contact us at firefire@cambsfire.gov.uk or on 0800 9179994. 
Like us on Facebook for regular updates www.facebook.com/cambsfrs or follow us on Twitter @cambsfrs. 

Have you 
thought of 
advertising 

locally?
YOUR CUSTOMERS MAY BE 
CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.  
This space could be yours 
at very reasonable rates, 

both long term (cheaper) or 
short 

Email the Editor for details: 
BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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OvenPad 
Cleaning Services 

 
I will professionally & efficiently 

clean ovens, ranges, Agas,  
ceramic hobs, extractors, 

microwaves and BBQs. 
 

It’s a dirty job, why 
not give me a call? 

 
Contact Paddy Kelly on 
Tel: 01638 742703 
Mob: 07752 631343 
Email: info@ovenpad.com 
Website: www.ovenpad.com

PEST
PROBLEM?
CALL DRE PEST CONTROL
01954 230708
07789 502556

• Commercial & Residential
• One - off Call Outs
• Management Contracts

Cambridge & surrounding areas
www.drepestcontrol.co.uk



23



24



25



26

SN Handyman Services 
A friendly and reliable service for all  

your general home and garden maintenance.  
 

▶Painting & Decorating (interior/exterior) ▶Garden Maintenance ▶Tiling & Glass 
Splashbacks ▶Gutters Cleared & Repaired ▶Power Washing Patios ▶Sealant 

Replacement (bathroom/kitchen) ▶Curtain Poles & Blinds  
▶Flat Pack Furniture (assembly) ▶Shelf Fitting ▶Small Glazing  

▶Conservatory Cleaning ▶and more…! 
 

Free estimates & advice given on all work 
References available upon request. 

 
P L E A S E  C A L L   

Steven Newton ▶07713 859712 ▶01223 813701 
50 Commercial End ▶ Swaffham Bulbeck ▶ CB25 0NE. 
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IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO SELL OR WANT TO BUY OR EVEN TO SWAP, THEN 
THIS PAGE IS YOURS TO USE. Send details of Item, price and landline Phone Number 
to BottishamCresset@gmail.com. Max. 5 Items. Entries by 12th of the month for next 
months issue. 
DESCRIPTION PRICE TEL 

Beige bedroom carpet, good condition, was fitted but could  
be cut to 2.86m x 2.94m.  Viewing welcomed (Lode)  Free 811584 

Fibreboards with cork-veneer used as wall pin boards,  
2 each size: 60 x 100cm, 60 x 130cm, and 60 x 216cm -  
can be cut to size.     Free 811584 

Ivory toilet cistern (new); 5.6m x 5”Coving;  
(text only please)32 6”x6” white tiles.  *(text only please) Free *07708 851958  

Upright Piano, unloved and out of tune. new owner to collect Free 811076 
Set of Wilson right handed Golf Clubs c/w bag with a stand,  

includes 7 clubs, 1 putter and 3 woods. Mostly good condition. £85 812786 
Single AeroBed. Built in electric pump. Self inflates.  

Carry bag. Good condition £35 812786 

Sales, Wants and Swaps

Dear Editor

There is an epitaph in the War Cemetery in Kohima that commemorates the fallen of the 
Battle of Kohima in April 1944 – a battle that turned the war in Asia in the Allies’ favour 
which also helped to bring an end to the Second World War. I would imagine that like many 
I was tremendously inspired and moved by the ‘VJ Day 75’ act of remembrance held on 
14th August. It brought home to me just how much British and Commonwealth troops 
sacrificed of themselves to ensure we all, regardless of colour, creed or origin, had a 
tomorrow that safeguarded the democratic freedoms enshrined in Magna Carta.  

There could not have been a more poignant moment than at the end of the TV broadcast 
when Sgt Arthur Lawson, a survivor of Kohima, in his soliloquy said: “The UK is a great 
democratic country in which we enjoy many freedoms which we tend to take for granted. We 
surely have made the world a better place... I hope that the current and future generation 
appreciate the value of the freedoms which we enjoy and will take on board their responsibility 
to preserve those freedoms and do all they can to respect them and to keep them. Remember 
with gratitude and reverence all those that fought and died for these freedoms”. 

The Kohima epitaph reads: “When You Go Home, Tell Them of Us and Say, For Your 
Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today.”  Anthony Jolley
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• Banners, Swing Signs & A-Boards
• Business Cards
• Leaflets & Brochures
• Labels, Stickers & Magnetics
• Shop Fascias
• Site Boards
• Vehicle Graphics
• Window Graphics & Films
• Web Design

01223 214 294
info@footprintsigns.co.uk

www.footprintsignsandgraphics.com

 m Creative cutting 
m Hair up 

m Colouring 
m Colour correction 

m Perming
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Public Transport Matters

Public transport has not been a priority for people in the last few difficult months - first we 
were told to stay home unless an essential worker and now in mid-August we are 
encouraged to use it but we must keep our distance and use a mask. My first use was 
intriguing as I had had a lift to Fitzroy Street and decided to walk to Drummer St for the 11 
bus which was due shortly.  On arrival there I found no information and no bus.  

Two chaps were talking and one said he knew where the bus would be as he was the 
driver. He directed me to ER 4 stop on Emmanuel road and I arrived home safely. I see the 
buses go by from my kitchen window and I have felt sorry for the drivers with no 
passengers and now just a few. Stagecoach will have suffered loss of income.  

Shearings, however, are now back in business having, I  think, linked with Leger 
holidays. They are advertising many holidays.  

There is a suggestion that sleeper trains might use the Channel tunnel. Network Rail 
might take over the railways in England. This is being considered by the Department of 
Transport. Locally there are plans to set up a company to keep the CAM Metro scheme on 
track. It might now include smaller vehicles to cut the cost. I am still not convinced about 
having an underground section in Cambridge centre.  

Stevenage station is to be upgraded. The Soham plan goes ahead. Crossrail is again 
delayed due to cost rises. Meldreth, Shepreth and Foxton have a Community Rail 
partnership to improve things in their area. It supports disabled access. They have 
accredited status and access to funds. Cambridge station celebrated 175 years. Queen 
Victoria was on the throne. Robert Peel was prime minister. It went to Bishopsgate 
in London. 

Rail info. O3457 48 49 50.  Traveline. 0871 200 22 33 
 

Keep safe. Keep well -  Paddy James 

Copy deadline for the next issue is 14 September.  
Please send material to the editor at BottishamCresset@gmail.com

Have you thought of advertising your business in The Cresset?  
Email the Editor for details: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
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MEETING POINT 
Unfortunately due to the current situation Meeting 
Point will not be running for the foreseeable future. 

Social distancing in the kitchen and the Poppy Room 
would be very difficult. We must consider everyone’s 

safety in line with government guidelines. 
We look forward to seeing you all as soon as 

possible and will restart as soon as it is safe to do so.  
We will keep you updated in the Cresset. 

Take care - Helen Cole 
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Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union

On Mary Sumner day (9th August) we usually celebrate our founder and all she has 
achieved through our movement.  Unfortunately due to the Covid 19 pandemic celebrations 
could not take place as they normally do.  However, we contemplate on how Mary worked 
to found The Mothers’ Union and what she achieved in her lifetime. 

Born in 1828 near Manchester, Mary Heywood moved to Hertfordshire with her family 
in 1832. Whilst concluding her education in Rome she met George Sumner, youngest son 
of the then Bishop of Winchester. They fell in love and were married 1848, 18 months after 
his ordination. 

In 1851, together with their two baby girls, they moved to Old Alresford, which is 9 miles 
north-east of Winchester. Later the family was added to with the birth of a boy, Heywood.   

Witnessing the responsibilities of their eldest daughter’s motherhood spurred Mary 
Sumner to form a group of mothers drawn from all the social classes of Old Alresford. The 
group first met at the Rectory in the summer of 1876. On that occasion they were addressed 
by George Sumner on the subject of giving religious teaching and leadership in the home. 
After the formation and early growth of Mothers Union, George was appointed first 
Archdeacon of Winchester, then Bishop of Guildford, then a suffrage post within the 
Diocese of Winchester. From 1885 they lived in The Close at Winchester. 

For the first nine years, the Mothers’ Union remained a parochial organization, a format 
copied in a few places around the country. However, Mary addressed the women’s meeting 
of the 1885 national Church Congress and focused on the two ideas central to her Mothers’ 
Union group: being a good example to children, and keeping prayer central to the life of 
the family.  

 That speech led to Mothers’ Union being commended by the Bishop of Winchester, 
Harold Browne, as a pattern to be developed across the Diocese.  From there it spread 
rapidly in Britain and across the Commonwealth. Within a year it was operating in four 
continents and by the turn of the century it had 169,000 members. Mary Sumner was 
unanimously elected president of this international organisation in 1896 and remained 
actively involved in the organisation until her death in 1921. 

 
 

The Mary Sumner Prayer 
 

All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; and 
every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken, whether through the word 

I speak, the prayer I breathe, or the life I live.   Amen. 
 
 
We look forward to the day when we can meet together in fellowship again. 

Ann Langran
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Carpentry Services 

TONY MARTIN 

Over 30 years experience 

Any carpentry jobs 
undertaken — BIG or small 

Call Tony  
for a free estimate 
Tel: 01223 812786 

(Bottisham) 
Mobile: 07767475987

Tel: 01223 813279  
 Mobile 07711 578687

ALAN R. COOPER  
BSc(Hons)Pod. M.Ch.S 

Podiatrist/Chiropodist • Newmarket 
(Est. RC Cooper SR Ch.1934) 

 
Routine Chiropody & Home Visits 

Ingrown Toenails by Local Analgesia  
& Footwarts by Cryosurgery (freezing) 
Briomechanical Assessment + Orthosis 

Instruments sterilised by Autoclave 
 

TELEPHONE 01638 662840 
4 Market St., Newmarket CB8 8EE

GERMAN 
LANGUAGE 
COACHING 

 

Native German Speaker 
Qualified Teacher 

Coaching to GCSE level 
 

Karin Hulme 812669
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ANGLIA TREE CARE 
 

LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE • SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 
 

80% OF OUR WORK IS VIA RECOMMENDATIONS 
TREE SURGERY & FELLING • HEDGE MAINTENANCE 

STUMP GRINDING • FULLY QUALIFIED 
FULLY INSURED • 24/7 SERVICE 
All work carried out to BS 3998  

Free Estimates Given within 7 days 
 

Tel. 01223 424454 • INFO@ANGLIATREECARE.CO.UK 
M E M B E R   
Guild of Master Craftsmen
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codge.com 
info@codge.com 

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing  
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching • 
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs & 
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners • 
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

Offering a high quality 
carpentry and small works 
service in Bottisham and 

the surrounding area. 
 

    FLOORING • HANGING NEW DOORS
KITCHEN RENOVATIONS • DECORATING • 

TILING • LANDSCAPING 
BESPOKE CARPENTRY 

 
 
 

07703 043243 
SNealCarpentry@Gmail.com 

@S.Nealcarpentry 

S.NEAL  
Carpentry and Small Works

codge.com 
info@codge.com 

01449 675 548
Design & Origination • Website Design & Maintenance • Email Marketing • Digital Publishing  
• Logo Creation • Cartoons & Illustrations • Theatrical, Product Photography & Retouching • 
Business Stationery • Promotional Flyers & Posters • Newsletters & Magazines • Programs & 
Catalogues • Books & Brochures • Calendars • Reports • Signage, Displays & Banners • 
Personal & Wedding Stationery • Mac Training

“Successful entrepreneurs are 
givers and not takers of 
positive energy. ANONYMOUS
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1st Bottisham  
Scout Group  

Hiring Service 
 

Bottisham Scout Headquarters is available for hire for 
children’s parties, dance lessons, meetings, keep-fit,  

jumble sales, drama, music practice sessions etc. 
 

For hall hire contact bottishamhuthire@outlook.com

PREMIER INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD 
 

INDEPENDENT INVESTMENT ADVISERS Authorised & 
Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority 

 

Specialist in Isa’s & Isa Transfer’s  
Investment Planning & Portfolio Management 

 

To arrange a free consultation ring 01223-882422 or email 
pims@globalnet.co.uk or visit www.pims-uk.com 
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01223 352170
Cambridge

0203 786 3145 
London 

01992 501752
Hertford 

01763 242222
Royston 

01954 781963
Longstanton 

01223 352170
Swaffham Bulbeck 

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPERTY NEEDS

Lettings - Sales
Estate Management - Insurance

Your local independent property agency.
A family business operating since 1959.

CALL OUR OFFICES TO ARRANGE A
FREE VALUTATION

sab.co.uk

Kane Astin - kane@sab.co.uk
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Tax treatment is based on individual circumstances  
and may be subject to change in the future
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Sales, servicing, repairs and sharpening 
of all types of garden machinery. 

Collection and delivery available. 

Friendly, local and professional service.

CW

C.W.KIRK LAWNMOWERS

44 NEWMARKET ROAD  BURWELL  CAMBRIDGESHIRE  CB25 0AE

01638 744 349
CWKIRKLAWNMOWERS.CO.UK

YOUR PERSONAL WEALTH.  
OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
At Tilney, we have been helping clients achieve their 昀nancial goals for 
more than 180 years. Whether you are saving for retirement, want to 
pass on your wealth or would like to have your investments managed 
by an expert, we can do the same for you.

To 昀nd out how we can help you, please call our Cambridge of昀ce on 
01223 452 840 or email neil.trickett@tilney.co.uk  for Investment 
Management or laura.ingram@tilney.co.uk for Financial Planning.

Investments carry risk –  
investors can lose money investing.   
tilney.co.uk
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Contact Michele: 
07765 791227 
 01638 508337 

info@pettime-petcare.co.uk

STEPWISE FOOTCARE 
Vivien Honeyborne­Martins 

MA(Cantab) BSc(Hons) MChS  HPC Registered 

 
Clinic­based Chiropody/Podiatry  

• Chiropody 
• Biomechanical assessment 
• SIDAS orthotic therapy 
• Children’s foot problems 
• Foot/knee pain problems 
• Lunula Laser™ fungal nail treatment 
• Swift Microwave for verrucas 

 
 The Burwellness Centre, Unit 1, 10 Ness Road, 

Burwell, Cambridge, CB25 0AA 
Tel: 01638 741973 

stepwise‐footcare.co.uk   vrmpost@hotmail.com 
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Well a ‘normal service’ of sorts has been resumed since the easing of lockdown.  In no 
particular order: Liverpool duly won the Premier League title; Lewis Hamilton extended his 
commanding lead in the Formula 1 Championship; Ronnie O’Sullivan has been serving up 
top class snooker and controversial interviews in the World Championships; social media 
abuse continues to be a problem for elite sports performers, particularly women; 
Manchester City predictably overturned their European football ban under the Financial 
Fair Play rules on a legal technicality; Newcastle United’s ownership issues are still 
perplexing their long-suffering supporters; and the FA Cup Final was marred by nonsensical 
referee/VAR involvement!  Yawn…! 

So, it has been left to cricket to entertain us under the blistering summer sun over the last 
couple of months.  And what entertainment it has given us!  Firstly, I should join many 
others in expressing gratitude and admiration to firstly the West Indies, then the Pakistani 
tourists for committing to their respective series whilst living in so-called ‘bio-bubbles’.  
There was drama even before the first ball was bowled when Jofra Archer broke his 
lockdown with a silly home visit, thus sacrificing his place in the England team; and then 
the selectors decided to drop Stuart Broad for the first test against the West Indies, much to 
the player’s chagrin. 

Root was also missing from the 1st Test owing to childbirth(!) and England failed to find 
any rhythm with either bat or ball in losing to the WIndies under Ben Stokes’ first crack at 
captaincy.  It was a different story in the 2nd Test, though, when an “angry and frustrated” 
Broad took 6 wickets with the ball and was unbeaten with the bat, to support the Ben Stokes 
‘Superman’ show, bringing England a resounding victory.  And Broad joined the ‘Greats’ 
of the English game in the 3rd Test with a 10 for 67 performance with the ball and an 
innings of 62 with the bat, claiming his 500th Test wicket, plus Man of the Match and Man 
of the Series in the process; not to mention the series win!  Talk about proving a point!  
What should the selectors do now?  Never, ever drop Broad again?  Or drop him once per 
series to make him angry?! 

If we thought that was entertaining, what about the opening Test versus Pakistan…?  It 
looked all over for England, conceding a first innings lead of 107, but vital contributions 
with both bat and ball by Broad and Man of the Match, Chris Woakes, secured an unlikely 
triumph on an enthralling fourth day at Old Trafford. 

A number of questions remain for England though.  They were not really at their best 
here, and were saved by some individual heroics stemming from an obvious strength of 
character and togetherness in the squad.  Is Anderson at the end of his career at this level?  
His famous swing seems to be fading.  Buttler redeemed himself with the bat but his 
mistakes behind the stumps, which contributed to Masood’s massive century, need to be 
eradicated urgently if he is not to relinquish his place.  And young Archer remains 
something of an enigma thus far.  He’s fast but has not yet found the consistency to maintain 
the necessary pressure on opposing batsmen. Even Root could do with underlining his 

Thoughts of a Sports Nut

(Sports Nut continued on page 43
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SECURE CONTAINER 
STORAGE 

10ft and 20ft   
IDEAL FOR BUSINESS OR PRIVATE STORAGE. 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN BOTTISHAM 

Call 07841 930065 
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obvious class with some big runs in the near future.  There is no doubt that Pakistan 
represent a stiffer challenge than the Windies, so England will have to be at their best for 
the remainder of the series in order to resist the backlash which I am sure is coming!  Great 
stuff… I can’t wait! 

40-year-old former Brazilian superstar, Ronaldinho, is in a class of his own as a 
footballer: the only player in history to win the World Cup, Champions League, World 
Player of the Year, Ballon d'Or and the Brazilian Copa Libertadores.  So it was with some 
sadness that I read that he is currently under house arrest in Paraguay – albeit currently in 
a luxury hotel – after having spent a month in prison for passport irregularities.  It seems 
that his talents have not extended far upwards from his feet and his recent history is littered 
with multi-million-dollar lawsuits ranging from building an illegal pier in a conservation 
area, to supporting a cryptocurrency pyramid scheme.  He is not the first footballing genius 
to suffer such a dramatic fall from grace and he won’t be the last, but don’t you just wish 
such marvellous entertainers could find the sense, somewhere, to surround themselves with 
more intelligent advice? 

The reference to advisers reminds me of an uncomfortable stand-off in July between 
Football Association Chairman Greg Clarke, who wanted yet another review of FA Board 
diversity, and the Board itself, who took the view that the last shake up in 2017 had 
provided adequate cover for all interests.  Even as a former employee of the FA, your scribe 
was surprised to learn that minority representation on the Board was already 10% BAME, 
10% LGBT+ and 40% female, but with no figure given for Disability!  (Would that not be 
a more important minority category than sexual proclivity?)  But it’s all about Race at the 
moment isn’t it?  Clarke was apparently keen to build on the existing sympathy with the 
somewhat abstract Black Lives Matter ‘movement’ by promoting Paul Elliott from 
Inclusion Advisory Board Chairman to full Board Member. 

Now Elliott is an interesting character: he never stayed at any of his six professional 
football clubs for longer than three years and never made more than 66 appearances for any 
club.  He tried, unsuccessfully, to sue Dean Saunders – then a Liverpool player – for the 
challenge that ended his career and, as recently as 2018, he departed from roles in both the 
FA and Kick It Out, after admitting using a racial slur against a fellow footballer, but not 
before he had received an MBE and a CBE for services to diversity!  So, perhaps the FA 
Board’s resistance to Mr Clarke’s initiative was not so much in fear of diversity, but more 
in fear of having an ambitious-but-mercurial loose cannon among their number! 

I cannot imagine why anyone would want to stand in the way of reasonable diversity on 
governing bodies but, as a father of mixed-race children, I am heartily fed up with the 
current obsession with skin colour!  Will we all have to subject our family trees to scrutiny 
in order to work in sport administration in future?  And perhaps declare our sexual 
preferences so we can be protected from any perceived unfairness?  By the way, if anyone 
can tell me how much racially mixed blood is required in someone’s veins in order to 
qualify for BAME status, I should be pleased to be enlightened. 

 
TTFN - Gerry Daish 

(Sports Nut continued.)
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Chiropody 
In your own home 

 
Save £5 

   off your �irst treatment  
   

 
Call   07905 267114  for an appointment 

 
Daniel Harris  BSc Hons MChS 

Fully quali�ied and Registered with Health Care Professions Council 
 
 

when you present this advert.
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Self catering cottage also available
at Swaffham Prior.
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Rebecca Golding  
now has her new salon 

in Burwell 
 

Tues 30 Years’  
9.30am-8pm Experience 

Thurs All aspects of  
9.30am-8pm Hairdressing 

 

Tel. 07742 997474  
 

Free Parking at 
67 Silver Street  

Burwell, CB25 0EF 



47

Tel: 01638 744140 
Mob: 07811 132709 
WWW.LLOYDSGARDENS.ME.UK
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REFLEXOLOGY  
F o r  H e a l t h  a n d  V i t a l i t y  

 
Reflexology has been  

an effective treatment for: 
 

Migraine • Back Pain • Infertility • Arthritis  
• Sleep Disorders • Hormonal Disorders (Including 

PMT) • Sports Injuries • Digestive Disorders • 
Relaxation • Stress Related Conditions 

(exams,work,home,life) • Little people in nappies! 
(BabyFlex) • Men and Women, young and old. 

 
Jennie A Fatibene MAR MBFVEA 

Tel: 01223 811045 

**Gift vouchers available**
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HARRISONS OF BURWELL LTD

Clarence House, 7 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambs CB25 0AA 
Telephone: Newmarket 01638 742873 - Mobile 07932 773515 

email: harrisonsofburwell@gmail.com 
Gas Safe Registered
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5454

 

‘Your Friendly, Local Wood Burning Stove 
Specialist’ 

 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION SURVEY AND 

QUOTATION, OR CALL IN AT OUR 
SHOWROOM 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORKS TO 

YOUR FIREPLACE UNDERTAKEN 
 
 

FAST, RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT 
SERVICE CARRIED OUT BY QUALIFIED 

HETAS ENGINEERS 
 
 

LARGE SELECTION OF WOOD 
BURNING STOVES ON DISPLAY 

 

 

         

           

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM! 

Whitelands Farm 
Newmarket Road 

Bottisham 
Cambridge 
CB25 9BD 

 
Monday – Closed 

Tuesday – 10.00 – 2.00pm 
Wednesday – Closed 

Thursday – 10.00 – 2.00pm 
Friday – Closed 

Saturday – See Website 
Sunday – Closed 

(Appointment Only At Other 
times. Please Check our Website 

For Saturday Opening & 
Changes in School Holidays) 

 01223 703184 

Email: sarah@cambridgestoves.co.uk 

www.cambridgestoves.co.uk 
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION  

 Bottisham Parish Council 
 
CHAIR  
JON OGBORN 
VICE CHAIR 
WILLIAM CLARKE 
PARISH COUNCILLOR
CHRISTINE BRYANT
HILDA BUCHANAN
LEE CHETWYND
LINO DI LORENZO
VICTORIA MARSH
PETER MARTIN
STEVEN O’DELL
BILL SUNNER    
LAURIE VAN SOMEREN
NEIL WINKCUP 
DISTRICT COUNCILLO
CHARLOTTE CANE

JOHN TRAPP  
 
COUNTY COUNCILLO
MATHEW SHUTER

PARISH CLERK
CLAIRE FULLWOOD

THE LIBRARY IS CLOSED 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

BE ASSURED THAT NO 

FINES WILL BE IMPOSED 

AS IT’S NOT YOUR FAULT 

IF YOU CAN’T RETURN 

BOOKS.
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Useful Information
Bottisham Website: ..................................................................................WWW.BOTTISHAMPC.CO.UK 
Holy Trinity Church: Revd Sue Giles...............................................................................................812726 
Roman Catholic Priest: Monsignor Eugène Harkness. Parish of St Philip Howard ............01223 211235 
RE:NEW/Lode Chapel: Rev. Alan Brand..............................................................................01223 812558 
Bottisham Surgery: ..............................................................................................................................................................  
    Enquiries and Appointments ...........................................................................................................810030 
    Out of Hours only - Urgentcare Cambridge..........................................................................................111 
Bottisham Library: ............................................................................................................................812354 
   Library hours: Monday Closed; Tuesday 3-5pm and 6-8pm; Wednesday 10-11.30am 

Thursday 3-5pm; Friday 6-8pm; Saturday 10am-12noon 
Cambridgeshire Police HQ: ...................................................................................................01480 456111 
Cambridgeshire Police: ................(NON-URGENT MATTERS) ring 101 - In EMERGENCIES ring 999 
    Police community support officer Ann Austin PCSO 7353 at Ely Police Station ....Contact through 101  
1st Bottisham Rainbows/1st Bottisham Brownies: Kay Pearce......................................................811055 
Bottisham & District Gardening Club: Secretary: Julia Green ......................................................811467 
Bottisham Bowling Club: Keith Gibson, Secretary ..........................................................................811049 
Bottisham Carpet Bowls Club: Nora Watson ..................................................................................812121 
Bottisham Community Primary School: .........................................................................................811235 
Bottisham Cricket Club: Chairman: Will Allen ....................................................................07801 580604 
Bottisham Local Charities Trustees: Clerk - Coral Hatley..............................................................811457 
Bottisham Pharmacy: ........................................................................................................................812321 
Bottisham Pool Association: Manager - Jason Rye...........................................................................811121 
Bottisham Royal British Legion Branch: Secretary. Peter Walker ..................................................811402
   Branch Chairman: Dave Frost .......................................... www.Britishlegion.org.uk/branches/bottisham 
Bottisham Scout Group: Group Contact: Linda Jones .....................................................................813040 
Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club: Secretary Graham Darling, 

Bottishamcsasc@gmail.com..............................812063 
Bottisham Village College, School:...................................................................................................811250 
    Evening Classes, Clubs and Youth Club Information.....................................................................811372 
Bottisham W.I.: Secretary - Jenn White • mrandjw@btinternet.com ...............................................811600  
Bottisham Youth Football Club: Jim Tideswell ...............................................................................812591 
Cambridgeshire County Councillor: Mathew Shuter...........................................................01638 508729 
East Cambridgeshire District Offices: ..................................................................................01353 665555 
East Cambridgeshire District Councillors: Charlotte Cane 34 Swaffham Road, Reach .....07976 607512 
                                                   John Trapp 104 Commercial End, Swaffham Bulbeck .....01223  812120 
Girlguiding Bottisham District: Cambs East County office • www.cambseastguides.org.uk ........01223 813917 
Parish Council Chairman: Jon Ogborn .................................................................................07486 372780 
Parish Council Clerk: Claire Fullwood .................................................................................07914 219732 
Queen’s Court Day Centre: ..............................................................................................................811905 
MP for Cambs South East Constituency:  
   Lucy Frazer, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA............................................................................... 

E. lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk W. www.lucyfrazer.org.uk 
Cambridgeshire Trading Standards Helpdesk: ...................................................................0845 3030666 
Saplings Preschool: ............................................................................................................................813226 
Milton Road Tip: Apr to Sept - Weekdays 9.00am-8.00pm: Weekends 9.00am-6.00pm.................860674 

Oct to Mar - 9.00am-4.00pm  
CRESSET Editor: .............................................................................................email: BottishamCresset@gmail.com 
Treasurer, Advertising rates and payment: Rhona Walker, 94 High Street, Bottisham...........................811402 
Distribution: Ian & Helen Cole ................................................................................................................................812573 
Design/Artwork: ONG (Old Newton Graphics) • www.codge.com ..................................................01449 675548 
 
The Cresset: While every effort is made to ensure accuracy we cannot accept liability for any mistakes 
or misprints.The views of, or any opinions expressed, are not those of the EDITOR. The Editor cannot 
accept any responsibility for statements made in advertisements.






